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Message on the Observance of
Kwanzaa
December 20, 2001

I am pleased to send warm greetings to
all who are celebrating Kwanzaa.

Established in 1966, Kwanzaa represents
an African-American and Pan-African holi-
day celebrating family, community, and cul-
ture. The seven-day observance, beginning
December 26 and ending January 1, serves
as a special time to recognize and reaffirm
the Nguzo Saba, or Seven Principles, of Afri-
can culture. These are unity, self-determina-
tion, collective work and responsibility, coop-
erative economics, purpose, creativity, and
faith.

Kwanzaa provides an opportunity for peo-
ple of African heritage, regardless of their
religious background or faith, to come to-
gether and to show reverence for their Cre-
ator and creation, to commemorate the past,
to recommit to high ideals, and to celebrate
the good in life. These life-affirming tradi-
tions take on particular resonance this year,
as the United States and the world face new
challenges to peace. As individuals, families,
and communities take part in this celebration
of unity and of enduring values, I extend best
wishes to people throughout the globe for
a wonderful and memorable Kwanzaa.

Best wishes on this special occasion.
George W. Bush

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on December 26. An origi-
nal was not available for verification of the content
of this message.

Proclamation 7516—To Extend
Nondiscriminatory Treatment
(Normal Trade Relations Treatment)
to the Products of the People’s
Republic of China
December 27, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
1. The United States and the People’s Re-

public of China (China) opened trade rela-

tions in 1980. Since that time, the products
of China have received nondiscriminatory
treatment pursuant to annual waivers of the
requirements of section 402 of the Trade Act
of 1974 (the ‘‘Trade Act’’) (19 U.S.C. 2432).
Trade between the United States and China
has expanded significantly even though
China has maintained restrictions on market
access for U.S. exports and investment.

2. On November 15, 1999, the United
States and China agreed on certain terms and
conditions for China’s accession to the World
Trade Organization (WTO) that when imple-
mented will eliminate or greatly reduce the
principal barriers to trade and investment in
China.

3. On November 9, 2001, pursuant to sec-
tion 101(b) of Public Law 106–286, 114 Stat.
881, I transmitted a report to the Congress
certifying that the terms and conditions for
the accession of China to the WTO are at
least equivalent to those agreed between the
United States and China on November 15,
1999. On November 10, 2001, the Ministerial
Conference of the WTO approved the terms
and conditions for China’s accession and in-
vited China to become a member of the
WTO. China has accepted these terms and
conditions and became a WTO member on
December 11, 2001.

4. Pursuant to section 101(a)(1) of Public
Law 106–286, 114 Stat. 881, I hereby deter-
mine that chapter 1 of title IV of the Trade
Act should no longer apply to China.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
acting under the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, including but not limited to sections
101(a)(2) and 102(a) of Public Law 106–286,
114 Stat. 881, do hereby proclaim that:

(1) Nondiscriminatory treatment (normal
trade relations treatment) shall be extended
to the products of China; and

(2) The extension of nondiscriminatory
treatment to the products of China shall be
effective as of January 1, 2002.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-seventh day of Decem-
ber, in the year of our Lord two thousand
one, and of the Independence of the United
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States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., January 3, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on January 4.

Remarks Welcoming General
Tommy R. Franks and an Exchange
With Reporters in Crawford, Texas
December 28, 2001

The President. Good morning. As you can
see, I’ve invited a guest to come to the ranch.
Tommy Franks is no stranger to Texas. After
all, he was raised in Midland, Texas. And I’m
looking forward to taking him over to the
house here in a minute to say hello to Laura.
Both of them went to Midland Lee High
School, at about the same time.

But Tommy has just come back from the
Afghan theater. He gave me a full briefing
on what he saw and what he heard. We just
got off of a teleconference with the national
security team to discuss his trip and to discuss
what’s taking place in Afghanistan.

I want to thank you for coming, Tommy.
I am real proud of the military, and I’m
proud of the commander. Tommy has done
everything we’ve asked. He is fulfilling the
mission with patience and discipline and suc-
cess. He’s a down-to-earth, no-nonsense guy,
precisely the kind of man we need to lead
a complex mission such as this.

You know, a couple of months ago, a lot
of people said that this administration and
our military really weren’t sure what we were
doing. But I had confidence all along, and
the reason why I did—confidence in the suc-
cess of what we set out to do—was because
I had a chance to be briefed by Tommy
Franks on the strategy and on the plan and
on how we were going to use our United
States military. And he hasn’t let us down.
The country needs to be proud of the mili-
tary, and one reason that I’m so pleased to
welcome Tommy is to be able to say that
out loud in Tommy’s presence.

So I’m going to have Tommy say a few
words, and then we’ll be glad to answer a
couple of questions.

General Franks. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent. As the President said, my wife and I
recently have had an opportunity to be with
a bunch of great young people, soldiers and
sailors, airmen, marines, in the frontline
states around Afghanistan and in Afghani-
stan, in Kandahar and at Camp Rhino and
up in Kabul. We had a chance to meet with
these young people who are doing the work
for the Nation.

We also had a chance to attend the installa-
tion ceremony in Afghanistan, where we saw
Mr. Karzai and members of that team form
an interim government in Afghanistan, where
for the first time in decades, more than 26
million people will have an opportunity to
have their way represented in that govern-
ment.

And the combination of seeing these great
young people and seeing this momentous
event just filled me with a desire to be able
to brief the President on what’s going on over
there in the theater, on what our people are
doing, how they feel about what they’re
doing.

And so, Mr. President, thanks very much
for having me out here in Crawford.

The President. You bet.
Scott [Scott Lindlaw, Associated Press].

Videotape of Usama bin Laden/Military
Tribunals

Q. Mr. President, what’s your reaction to
the new bin Laden tape this week? And do
you fear he’s now eluded the manhunt? Also,
are you concerned that if military tribunals
require a unanimous verdict for the death
penalty, some terrorists could avoid execu-
tion?

The President. Let me start with the first
of your three questions, which was what? I’ve
already forgotten.

Q. What’s your reaction to the bin Laden
tape? Are you afraid he’s eluded the man-
hunt?

The President. Oh, the tape, yes. I didn’t
watch it all; I saw snippets of it on TV. You
know, it’s—who knows when it was made.
Secondly, he is not escaping us. I mean, this
is a guy who 3 months ago was in control
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